
04          FEASTING AND FASTING: Mark 2:13-22 

(adapted from ‘The Gospel of Mark’ - Right Now media – a resource for churches) 

Last week, we saw Jesus demonstrate his fearless approach in dealing with the one thing that separates humanity 
from our Creator - sin.

But some people didn't think it was that simple.

Chapter 2 gives us our first look at those who will begin to oppose the ministry of Jesus. Verse 6 mentions the 
'teachers of the law' who considered Jesus' words blasphemous. These 'teachers of the law' have been mentioned 
once previously (1.22). They were religious scholars and experts when it came to interpreting rabbinic law.

Later, verse 16 introduces the Pharisees, who were a group of separatists distinguished by their stringent 
adherence to rabbinic law. They 'separated' themselves by refusing to keep company with 'sinners,' like those 
mentioned in the rest of Mark 2. And while the teachers of the law could also be Pharisees, few Pharisees were in 
fact, teachers of the law.

Both groups, knew the Scriptures backward and forward. They devoted their lives to the words of God, yet failed 
to recognize God-in-the-flesh. Even worse, they also accused him of blasphemy (2:7) and plotted his death (3:6). 
Clearly being an expert in the things of God doesn't necessarily mean we actually know him.

This week we're focusing on the middle of chapter 2. Mark records two super cool vignettes. Let's take a closer 
look. Grab your bible and read Mark 2:13-22.
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3 Jesus ministry often couldn't be fitted into how his fellow Jews thought about what God would and should 
do. How do the 2 images of old and new (2:21-22) communicate about Jesus' kingdom ministry?

On the one hand, Jesus was saying in 1:15 that we need to repent (which at the time was often accompanied by 
fasting). On the other hand, he says feasting is appropriate. 

4 How do these work together in Jesus' announcement of the kingdom? And how are they both part of our lives 
as we follow Jesus?

D I S C U S S 

Levi collected taxes for the Roman puppet government the Jews detested so much. He worked for Herod, someone 
who thought of himself as king of the Jews. So for Jesus to feast with people like Levi - people known locally as 
sinners, an easy label to stick on those who didn't conform either to the strict religious requirements of the law or the 
strict political expectations of opposition to Herod and Rome - was simply outrageous (2:15-17).

1Why does Jesus do this? 

The next event Mark reports deals with fasting, versus feasting (2:18-22). The main times when Jews of Jesus' day 
fasted were days that reminded them of the great disasters of old, like the time when the temple was destroyed by 
the Babylonians in 587 B.C.

In response to people's question about fasting Jesus paints a picture of a wedding. The Old Testament, too, used 
the image of God being a bridegroom and Israel being his bride (who was sometimes rebellious and needed to be 
wooed back).

2So what is he saying in response to their question?

Mark 2:13–22
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